EPA REGION VIII EXTERNAL AWARD NOMINATION -2005

NOMINATOR

Steven M. Pimer, Secretary

South Dakota Department of Environment and Natural Resources
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

TYPE OF AWARD: Environmental Achievement Award
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Resource Conservation Recovery Act
PROPOSED CITATION FOR CERTIFICATE:
In recognition of superior leadership, ereativity and awareness of solid waste management in the Brown
County Landfill service area, this Environmental Achievement Award is hereby awarded to Brown
County. South Dakota.
NOMINEE: Brown County Landfill
Nume:  Mike Scott, Manager
Address: P.O.Box 2137
13225 379" Avenue
Aberdeen, SD 57402

EMAIL Address: belandfillizginrelv.com

PHONE: 605-626-4019 Fax: 605-626-4018
HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER OF NOMINEE: Aberdeen American News
NOMINATION NARRATIVE

The customer comes first at the Brown County Landfill. From the detailed and helpful wehsite to the
county-wide waste container sites, all facets of solid waste management for the landfill service area are
intended to make waste disposal and recyeling convenient. And for the Brown County Landfill service
area, convenience leads to environmental benefits.

Landfill users can gain valuable information about the landfill and the services provided by accessing
their website at: http://www.browncountylandfill. com/index.satml. The website contains basic
information about wastes accepled, fees, recycling opportunities, and facility use. But the website also
includes an on-line virtual tour of their facility, a kid’s page. and home improvement suggestions related
to waste management, Numerous links to governmental agencies, recycling information and educational
resources are also available. Anyone reviewing Lhis numination is highly encouraged to view this very
informalive website.



Upon entering the landfill facility, a landfill user is first greeted by a large asphalt-paved lot where
wasres and materials can be conveniently drapped off for recyeling or disposal. Each individual waste
drop-olT spot is clearly marked by signage. Waste storage containers are lined as appropriate o contain
potential spillage. The asphalt pavement also serves to minimize environmental impacts in the event of
spillage. More than a dozen types of waste can be easily dropped off for recycling — everything from
used oil and antifreeze to white poods, waste tires and even bicycles. Bicycles are made available and
are free for the taking. This has become a very popular aspect of the recycling program for the
community. Roll-off containers are easily accessed for dropping off norrecyclable waste materials. The
landfill facility also provides screened, mature vard waste compost free to the public. During normal
working hours, landfill emplovees help load the compost into private vehicles. Landfill employees also
pull a large magnet around the facility un a daily basis to collect nails and other metal objects that can
damage vehicle tirss. There is cven a shovel and broom located &t the construction and demolition
debris disposal site for the convenience of landfill users so they can clean out their vehicles alter
unlcading debris.

Brown County officials also contribute to convenient and responsible wasie management. They have
established a network of 18 waste containers around the entire county where rural residents can dispose
of houschold-generated wastes. The county contracts with a private hauler to collect waste [rom the
containers, but the county maintains financial responsibility for the containers. In rural South Dakota,
the concept of providing the waste containers surely reduces burn barrel usage and illegal or improper
wasle disposal. Both air quality and the rural landscape benelit.

The county also sponsors free cleanup opportunities in both the spring and fall. The fres spring cleanup
lasts an entire month. During the spring cleanup, seven drop sites are available across the county. The
fall cleanup generally lasts two weeks and only the landfill is available as a drop site. As a result,
Brown County residents have an opportunity to dispose of cleanup wastes [ree of charge for six weeks
during the year. The environment can only benefit.

Litter management at the landfill is a source of pride for the facility. The landfill constructed and
utilizes a large, enclosed structure (houp barn) to temporarily store garbage on extremely windy days.
Waste haulers are teld when to unload in the structure. The waste is tempararily stored in the structure
until high winds subside, and landfill employees then remove the waste from ihe structure and haul it to
the nearby landfill for disposal. The Brown County Landfill has also initiated a Covered Load
Appreciation Program, On a random basis, landfill users are provided [rec coupons, gill certificates,
and other thank you gifis for covering or securing their loads during transport to the landfill. These
innovative litter management approaches lead to reduced litter both at the landfill and along the roads
leading to the landfill. Landfill neighbors, the environment and the landscape again benefit.

The Brown County Landfill is routinely rated acceptable during repulatory comnliance inspections.
Landtill employees exhibit creativity and true concern for the environment in the day-to-duy operation
of the solid waste facility. Brown County officials exhibit similar attribules based upon their willingness
to support and provide for convenient waste disposal optians throughout the county. The website
contributes to awareness and knowledge of environmental issues, espeeially those related to proper solid
waste management, recycling, and pollution prevention. For these reasons, the South Dakota
Department of Environment and Natural Resources strongly believes the Brown County Landfill is
worthy of an Environmental Achievement Award,









